- DOWNS MEN HAVE STAMPS

WORTH  THOUSANDS

: (By a STAFF WRITER) :
A lot of you probably consider stamp collectingas a

kid's hobby — yet

it is anything but.

It is a hobby in which men and women have

assed stamps worth thousands of pounds.
case right here on the Downs, where a

This is the

small body of enthus

value are worth a

sizeable fortune.

iasts own stamps which on catalogue

To give these men and women a chance has put out.
to pass on their vast knowledge and interest

Young people in the say

Philatelic Society

ne hobby a Queen City

has been formed here.

Patron is the Federal member for the
Downs (Mr. Reg Swartz) and the president
Les

is the State 0O ition
Wood) S

Chairman Is a City Coun-
¢l employes named Mr.
Jack Coates), father of 1958
Carnival of Flowers Queen
(Val Coates),

‘This Queen City Philatelic
Bociety was started here in
August last year, and has
a very select membership,

At the moment the so-
ciety has only a few mem-
bers, including men like G.
5. Robinson, Graham Law,
Harold Ormo, Mr. Bert
Suley, L. Radcliffs and
Mrs. Smart.

There are also members
whao live as far AwWAyY as
Mundubbers and Cambooya.

This week, the society
held a management commit-
tee meeting and decided to
spread stamp Interest in
Toowoomba by starling a
section to eater for primary

Leader (Mr.

and secondary schools.

As in every eity and town,
there are hundreds of young
people in Toowoomba with
an elementary knowledge
and interest in stamp col-
lecting.

But most of them have no
idea how to go about it—and
that is the pur of the
new Queen City Philatelic
Society,

The stalwarts of the new
association are men who
have specialised in different
aspects of stamp collecting.

Mr. Coates, for instance,
has concentrated on Austra.

lian and New Zealand
stamps,
Mr. Suley, on the other

hand, would have one of
Queensland's greatest collec-
tions of Chinese and Ameri-
can pre-cancel stamps,

3000 Chinese stamps

This advance information by Mr. Coates

set us on the, track of

local collectors, and we

unearthed many interesting things.

We found that Mr. Suley,
a retired carpenter from
Roma, has more than 10,000
stamps, including 3,000
Chinese stamps.

That is the result of more
than 40 years collecting and
40 years of association with
other collectors from scat-
tered parts of the world,

Mr. Suley’s collection, on
catalogue value alone, would
be worth several thousand
pounds.,

He is having

i

valued

now, because he is no longer
¥young in years, but up until
now he has never thought
of it In terms of money.

has been his life's
hobby and he has been con-
tent to have it that way.
He has had contazis in
many parts of the world
England, Sweden, Denmark,
China, Japan and a host of
other places. They supplied
him with the best of their
nation and he supplied them
with
?

Chairman of the “Queen City Philatelic Society”

with his fine eollection

Circumstances, however,
have put an end to many
of his old contacts. The one
in China was caught up in
‘the change to & Communist
regime—and Mr, Suley has
never heard of him since,

One he had in Sweden
sent word that he was leav-
ing for England to study —
and that was the end of his
association,

For an hour ome after-
noon this week, Mr, Suley
ani I sat on the front steps
of his home studying stamp
albumas,

His Chinese book in par-
ticular is full of interest,
Through its pages it is pos-
sible, to-trace the changing
history cf China,

You can read in the de-
signs the altered political
situation; the story of the
country's chaotic currency;
the change from the old
way of life to the Commun-
ist sway of red flags, sol-
diera and high tempo indus-
trial development.

To illustrate the =oint

spent a lifetime and am-

about  Chigess
madness, Mr. Suley has
stamps carrying a face
talue of five million dol-
lars,

The Chinese have turned
out quite a lot of big stampa
far bigger than the ones
we are nccustomed to.

Some I saw measure two
inches.

The picture of Sun Yat
Een, father of the Chinese
Republic, figures a lot in
tha stamps I saw,

Then there are stamps to
commemorate the revolu-
tion of 1912; others to mark
the first air mall to China,
with an old bl-plane cross-
ing the Great Wall,

The old way of life is de-

pleted in stamps of all
values—but suddenly you
can see the advent of the
present regime, when the
stamps become an adver-
tising medium for the
People’s Republie.
‘To more fully appreciate
vhat is written on these
stumips, Mr, Suley Legan a
study of the Chinese lan-
guage, particularly of Chin-
ese characters. As a result,
he is able to interpret a lot
of what iz on his valuable
collection.

currency

High prices are paid

Of all his stamps, Mr. Suley thinks that a

four-dollar Columbian

is the most valuable,

It is catalogued at £25.

That price, of course, is of Australian stan:ps which

nothing to what has been
paid for some rare stamps.

The British Gulana four-
cent stamp is rated e of
the most valuable. Only one
is claimed to have  been
produced, and on one ac-
casion it iz reported to have
been sold for £10.000.

Little is known about tie
present owner,  but many
stamp experts believe ha i3

a wealthy West Australian.
In our front-s' = survey
of his clbums, Mr. Suley

everything Australia®l-? pointed out a number

(Mr. JACK COATES)
of Anstralian and New Zealand

stamps.

he rales among the best he
has seen,

Mr. BERT SULEY looks over his Chinese collee

tion, rated one of the

best in Australia.

One of them is the stamp
produced to ate
the 75th anniversary of the
Poatal Union. It shows a

ctockman against an out-
back sign post, and Mrr.
Suley says If you look
closely enough you can sed
the word Burke on the
post.

Another fine Australian
effort Is tha T: stamp to
mark the Royal visit in
1054,

Otigr stamps which have
impressed Mr. Suley are one
to mark the Cobb & Co. era
and others produced during
the Olympic Games in M-
bourna,

A: in the Chinese collec-
you can trace a lot of
ralian history through
Mr, Suley's stamps, e even
has n couple# that were ac-
tually produced by the
Queensland Government
prior to Federation.

Mr. Jack Coates, like mosat
ardent collectors, has been
dabbling in stamps since he
was a youth.

His speciality Is Austra-
lian and Now Zealand
sltamps,

Some ‘'.ne back he sold
one of his geenral collec-
tions, part to a Toowoomba
man, and part to a Bris-
bane eollector, but ha still
has a vast album with many
of the best stamps produe-
ed by Australia and New
Zealand.

Mr. Coales sald that some
Australian  stamps  were
worth hundreds of pounds,

One of these was the “In-
varted Bwan of West Y us-
tralia” Someone had blun-
dered in producing this
stamp, with the result that
the swan was swimming on
its head instead of itw stern.

Another valuable “upaide-
down” stamp now very valu-
able, had been produced py
accldent in Ameriea. ' Tt
showed a plane flyng up-
side down. e

A boy had spotted it first
and he had . borrowed
caough money to buy ihe

L
Aus

entire sheet.  Thesa were
now  worth a  fabulous
amount,

Royalty, said Mr. *ats,
bad always been very ja-
ferested in stcmps.

The late King George V's
collection had  been rated
among the best in  the
world. He had two of the
very late Plum Colour:'1
King Bdward V_II Bf.ﬂm?&

Maybe this article
has made you realise
that there is more to
stomps than just lick-
ing them,
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REGISTRATION FOR
NATIONAL SERVICE

All_Male BRITISH SUBJECTS and NEW AUSTRALIANS

OF THE CLASSES DESCRIBED BELOW WHO ARE ORDINARILY
RESIDENT IN AUSTRALIA

MUST REGISTER

Between 24th February, 1958, and 10th March, 1958

unless exempt from liability to do so.

BRITISH SUBJECTS

who have attained or will attain the age of 18 years batween
Ist Janvary, 1958, and 30th June, 1958 (inclusive)

NATURALIZED BRITISH SUBJECTS NOT ALREADY REGISTERED

who attained the age of 18 years between 1st Janvary, 1957,
and 30th June, 1957 (inclusive)

AND
(NOT BEING BRITISH SUBJECTS)
who attained the age of 18 years between 1st Janvary, 1957,
and 30th June, 1957 (inclusive), who were in Ausiralia on

10th June, 1957, and who, on 24th February, 1958, have
been in Australia for twelve manths.

A person wha intends to make his home in A regarded a1 ordinarily
resident in A a3 from the_ time of hic A parsen wha s sbesnt
from Awtralia during the pariod within which he i required Jo regivter, must
register within 14 days after his return.

EXEMPTIONS: -

The ONLY persons exempt from the liability te regivter sre cerfaln diplomatie
personnal, sboriginal_ natives of Aush and fulltime serving membars of the
Permanant Dafence Forcel. All others in the sbove age groups must register,
HOW TO REGISTER:

Registeation forms may be ohbtsined from Past Offices and Disirict Employmant
Offices of the Department of Labour and Mational Service. Detsiled instructions
are given In thess forms. .

WHEN TO REGISTER:

Regiitration forms must, be complated and forwarded 1o the Registrar for
National Servics by 10th March, 1958, sven though the perion required fte
regiiter may not actually turn 18 wntil after that dare.

BALLOT: ‘- g

A Ballot will be held in April 1o select thote registrants who ars to ba
considered for callup. A persen whe does met ster by 10th March may
lose his right to take part in tha ballar,

FAILURE TO REGISTER;
A parsoa required to regliter wha fails to do so Is Fable to & minimum penalty
of £10. o
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